
Cllr Rachel Turner's Update  
 

It's now official- Tadworth has it's first Conservation area which covers shops and business in 

Station  Approach, Good Shepherd Church and hall, Catholic  Church, sorting office, railway station, 3 

businesses on the bridge and the shops in Cross Rd - am absolutely delighted, now need to look into 

parts of Chapel Rd perhaps shops like Alligator Pear in High St  

Surrey Highway contacted our officers re the signs that have been installed on the highway of 

Dorking Rd and in Walton Village. Received an email from our officers asking if I had given 

permission, at that time didn't know anything about them, since then residents have contacted me 

even sent me photos.  Our officers gave the developer 48 hours to remove or they would be 

removed and legal procedures would follow. The developer said he thought he had permission, he 

met with our officers end of last week, will find out what took place 

The 3 wooden structures outside Walton News to Mrs Todd are unsafe, SCC have been contacted 

and issued a reference number.  Have  told Mrs Patel at Walton News. 

Another sub post office is opening in Londis at Burgh Heath shopping parade this month. The new 

Epsom  Post Office has opened opposite Waterstone, believe this is a full post office not sure if it 

takes photos 

Barclay's Bank application for 7 flats comes to Wednesday's planning meeting.  They had permitted 

development rights for 4 flats, this application they have reduced from 8 flats to 7 and is more in 

keeping with the surrounding area.  Not happy about the loss of business, according to the planning 

report they have marketed the site for 3 years , only 8 people looked and no offers.  Am concerned 

about no parking, again Surrey Highways have no problem, Jeff wrote a long email with his concerns 

about no parking.  Afraid no parking isn't a refusal reason. Will be asking for a construction travel 

plan, the front is staying nearly the same, the back extension is being replaced, concerns about large 

construction vehicles where the road is very narrow, we will also be minus the parking in that area 

till the development is completed. 

Am out with the Operation Manager from Chinthurst School next week in Tower Road, another 

bollard has been knocked down, parents still anti social with their parking over  driveways residents 

cannot get out of their driveways when cars are parked both sides of the road. 

Last Wednesday we had heavy rain and high winds, flooding was round the traffic lights none at The 

Bridge.Asked Jeff if Highway had found the cause of the flooding when the vehicles and engineers 

visited recently - he hadn't heard anything .  The yellow grit bin on the  grass verge by the Catholic 

Church blew into road that morning, retrieved it back onto the grass,it's broken and has a large hole 

in it - needs to be replaced.  The black rubbish bin by Easton has lost it's top very unsightly in a 

prominent part of Tadworth 

We need to arrange another clean up, the rubbish at the end of Shelvers Way and A217 is awful.  We 

have found someone to do a regular clear up at Meade  Court car park which is good news 

At the last meeting Patricia brought photos of the verges where the grass has become mud due to 

vehicles driving over, we seem to be getting more mostly in Tadworth, Walton doesn't seem to have 

verge problems 

 



Cllr. Vic Broad's February Update 

This has been a particularly successful year for the Council. We continue to live within our budget 

and have once again achieved considerable savings in the cost of managing the Council. As many will 

be aware, Reigate and Banstead Borough Council only receive 12p in every pound of annual Council 

Tax Collections. For a Band D Property this amounts to a charge of approximately  £4.70 p per week 

for all of the various services we provide. The rest is distributed as follows; 75p goes to Surrey 

County Council and 13p to Surrey police for the services they provide. This year the increase in 

Council tax Band D  property will amount to an additional charge of  £6.40 per year.  Here is a list of 

some of the services that the residents of the Borough received from Reigate and Banstead Borough 

Council. 

We provide for over 1 million visits to our three leisure centres 

We empty 11 million bins and recycling boxes 

We clean 300 miles of streets and clear 2500 tonnes of litter 

We maintain 55 parks and open spaces and 33 children’s play areas 

We own and manage the Harlequin Theatre and Cinema 

We determine 1500 planning applications 

We pursue 2000 licenses and regulate bars, restaurants, various events, taxis and their drivers 

We check 450 businesses for cleanliness and safety. 

We award over  £400,000 in grants to local voluntary groups. 

We help small businesses to thrive and grow throughout business support initiatives. 

We work with housing associations to let hundred 95 affordable homes to local families and single 

people (this year). 

We have helped over 200 households avoid homelessness (so far this year) 

We run a fleet of vehicles that each covers over 15,000 miles of road per year. 

Despite our Government Grant ending in April 2017 we have continued to maintain and improve the 

services we provide to our communities. In order to do this we now generate over £13.6 million of 

income, including over  £2.5 million from our property and assets and this is set to grow. 

 

In terms of recycling we are judged one of the best in Surrey and Surrey is judged one of the best in 

the United Kingdom with a 55/60% achievement. As regards recycling, we were being pressurised 

into joining a Surrey County Council waste Partnership, where all boroughs would subcontract the 

collection of refuse to a County appointed Contractor. When I pointed out to the other Surrey 

leaders that, whereas they paid  £45 per tonne to have their refuse taken away, we received £150 a 

tonne for our paper refuse and  £15 per tonne for other refuse, they immediately went back to the 

drawing board and have now decided to try and copy our methods of disposal. 

We have been rated one of the highest Councils for the collection of Council Tax and Business Rates. 

We also run our own Fraud Debt collection service which has achieved significant results in reducing 

fraud and debt. 



One of the other important achievements which we are confident in securing is the acquiring of 

additional Parking Powers from the police and Surrey County Council. Our Enforcement Team will 

then be able to deal with obstruction on pavements and with the additional powers from Surrey 

County Council, we shall be able to impose our own tailor-made parking restrictions on various areas 

of the borough. Surrey County Council were considering outsourcing Parking to private Contractors 

which we believe would have been an absolute disaster in terms of dealing with our fellow 

residents. Fortunately thanks to our resistance they have now decided to allow various Boroughs to 

group themselves into separate parking collection areas and we are fortunate in having been 

appointed to be the leading Council for the implementation. Currently we are negotiating with 

Tandridge Mole Valley and Epsom. 

Since last year we have been successful in steering the final part of the Core Strategy through the 

Council. It is a requirement of the Government that each Council have a Development Management 

Plan, which identifies areas of growth and housing for the next 10 years. If we do not identify areas 

of potential development, then we run the risk of the Governments Planning Inspectorate, allocating 

the areas for us. The consultation with our fellow Councillors has been very successful. This has been 

particular difficult for some as Green Belt areas have had to be identified for potential future 

development. Fortunately because we have been ahead of many other Councils, we achieved a 

housing target requirement of 460 houses a year. This contrasts with other neighbouring Councils 

who delayed Core Strategy implementation and as a result housing requirements in excess of 800 

have been demanded.  The Council has every confidence that under the present guidelines we will 

achieve all of our obligations and we shall continue, despite the requirement to identify areas of the 

Green Belt, to resist any Green Belt development over the next few years. 

Planting around the pond should show signs of growth this year. I have been assured by the Parks 

Department that this will occur now that the plants are bedded in. Unfortunately the Swans that 

arrived last year only spent one day in the pond. The Swan Sanctuary did advise me that once the 

Swans have found a particular settling place, they may return. Time however will tell. I have heard a 

number of reasons as to why the Swans have not settled. One which particularly interest me is the 

suggestion that, with the lower levels of water and the various species using the pond, there is not 

enough food to attract Swans on a permanent basis. 

We have been working on tracing why the water is not coming into the pond and  thanks to an 

investigation by the Banstead Conservator Ranger, we have discovered that the letterbox drain 

which should deposit Road water into the pond, has not been doing so as there was a significant 

blockage. I arranged for the Parks Department to clear the debris and have already noticed that 

fresh water is now running off the road into the pond. There is still some water continuing to flow 

down the road as part of the tarmac needs shaving to allow unrestricted access. This I am assured, 

will be dealt with as quickly as possible. Hopefully with a greater supply of freshwater this might help 

to solve the problem. 

I am pleased to report that the number of refugees that we are looking after, which is incidentally 

being paid for by the Government, is now seven and when I paid a recent visit to 3 families, they all 

showed extreme gratitude to Reigate and Borough Council, for the safety they are now feeling 

surrounds them. They are all learning English and are anxious to make a positive contribution to the 

community. They are desperate to find work, as the concept of benefits is unknown in the Syrian 

culture. I recently received a query as to whether we were limiting our help to only Muslims. I can 

assure those who may be interested, that we are also helping Christian families as well. 

Cllr Victor W Broad 



14th of February 2018  

 

 

 


