
Not much to report this month other than on the 4th of February, I attended a PCC 
meeting at which the Commissioner's proposal to charge an additional £2 per week 
to Residents was debated. Apparently a consultation with the Public had resulted in 
a majority in favour. 
 
The increased revenue is to be used for the recruitment of an additional 100 Officers 
as well as IT. I commented that the public would also be receiving additional 
demands from both County and Boroughs, so the increase should not be viewed in 
isolation. 
 
I said that reductions in Crime Statistics, although very welcome would probably not 
be appreciated as much as the Public seeing more Police Officers on the streets and 
like it or not,  it is the visual reassurance that they would use as  means of 
judgement. In the same way, they would judge their County increase, not on the care 
County provide but on whether the potholes are repaired. If the money was to be 
used for back room Salaries, that would not be received favourably. 
 
The Commissioner assured the Panel that the money would result in more Officers 
and frontline PCSO's.  
 
On the question of IT, I had previously, at another meeting, drawn the 
Commissioners attention to the fact that when I had recently made a statement to a 
Police Officer in connection with my witnessing a local burglary, I was astonished 
that the statement had been taken down by means of typing on a hand held device, 
when modern phones have a dictation to type mode. This was an obvious efficiency 
problem that IT could solve. On reminding him again, he reassured me that this 
technology would be made available with the new money as well as others. I asked 
for his reassurance that any IT update would not involve bespoke solutions that 
always went over budget and I was assured that existing "Off the Shelf" tried and 
tested programmes would be bought. 
 
The panel agreed with my views and similar ones expressed and as a result, based 
on the Commissioner's assurances, the Panel agreed the proposed increase. 
 
As a humorous aside, the Panel member for Woking asked for an assurance that 
there would be an even distribution of these new resources and not alphabetically. 
The Commissioner assured her that the distribution would be according to priorities. 
With tongue in cheek, I could not resist stating that if the former had been the case, I 
would have recommended a change of our name to "Banstead and Reigate". Well it 
lightened the proceedings! 

Last Thursday the 14th February, I with Gillian Robin and Gill attended a meeting, I 
had previously arranged with Lucy Mould, Lee Wilcox and Chris Phelan, to discuss 
the new Jubilee Woodland Constitution. The meeting went extremely well and there 



was a commitment by the Officers of the Council, to accommodate all of the 
suggestions Robin had drafted and to which we had previously agreed to. Other than 
a few minor amendments there was complete agreement with the objectives we had 
outlined and a commitment to work with the Jubilee Committee to preserve and 
improve the Woodland. 
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