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Starting from Walton Pond,
the theme is a ‘All That Glitters’.
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7.00pm for 7.30pm

Sat 18 May
2.00pm

It is always a pleasure to report good news for the community and we 
are pleased to announce that the Jubilee Woodland Management 
Committee have been awarded £10,522 under the Government’s 
‘Pocket Parks’ Initiative. This scheme seeks to support communities 

to establish small parks up to 0.4 hectares or refurbish existing parks 
where people can relax, exercise, socialise and play.

It is our intention to renovate existing play equipment and install new 
play structures in the Jubilee Woodland as well as additional planting to 
include more screening and bulbs. The new play facilities will increase 
the range and type of equipment for younger children and so hope that 
the Woodland will be a more exciting venue in future. Work on the 
improvements is expected to start shortly.

The application which Gillian Hein made on behalf of the 
Management Committee was supported by Reigate and Banstead 
Borough Council, particularly with the assistance of David Watts, the 
Countryside and Woodland Office, whom we wish to thank.

New Agreement
The Jubilee Woodland was originally an unused and overgrown patch of 
land stretching alongside the north side of the railway line from Tadworth 
Street towards Tadworth Station. Starting in 2012, and over the following 
18 months or so, a group of local volunteers transformed the area into a 
safe open space where families and children could meet and play safely 
and where nature conservation could be highlighted and encouraged. 

Under the instruction of Park Rangers provided by Reigate & 
Banstead Borough Council, volunteers cleared the rubbish, weeded, 
planted and generally improved the appearance of what was to be 
called the Jubilee Woodland. Later in 2013 the area was recognised by 
the Queen Elizabeth Fields Trust.

In conjunction with the Borough Council, a ‘Jubilee Woodland 
Management Committee’ was established under the Chairmanship of 
the then Council Leader Victor Broad and in December 2012, an 
Agreement between the Committee and the Council was drawn up to 
regulate its activity and specify the support available from the Council. 

In 2017, to ensure its long-term future, that Committee became a 
part of the TWRA which was formalised in the TWRA’s updated 
Constitution ratified at that year’s AGM. During 2018 it became clear 
that the original Agreement needed to be updated. The Committee 
drafted a revision which is currently with the Council for further 
consideration. The Council have confirmed that although they nominally 
retain ownership of the land, they are fully supportive of the Jubilee 
Woodland remaining as a community managed facility for the long term 
and we do not expect to see any major issues arising from this update.

In summary, although the Jubilee Woodland Management Committee 
is now a sub-committee of the TWRA’s Executive it will retain its own 
Bank Account and there will be a number of Committee members 
common to both the TWRA Executive and the Jubilee Woodland 
Committee with the Jubilee Woodland Committee Chairman always 
being a locally elected Borough Councillor. There will remain a close 
association with Reigate & Banstead Council for support in terms of 
maintaining the boundaries, ensuring that the trees are safe and cutting 
the grass. They will also give advice on health, safety and environmental 
issues and will also be responsible for insuring residents and users of the 
Jubilee Woodland. We hope that this new Agreement will be ratified 
with the Council during 2019.

By Jill Bockmeulen & Robin Parr-Davies
JUBILEE WOODLAND AWARD & NEW AGREEMENT

March 2019 - Jubilee Woodland ready for Spring bloom
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A very warm welcome to our Spring ’19 Newsletter. First of all, 
your diary! Does Wednesday May 15th look clear? If so, 
please be sure to note that our AGM takes place on that date 
at Chinthurst School, 7.00pm for 7.30. It will be a pleasure to 

see you, and you will be served a glass of wine and nibbles on arrival. 
There will be guest speakers in addition to the normal business.

As ever, we’ve been busy since our last issue. More trees have been 
planted in street verges; carols sung in the Jubilee Woodland; a living 
Christmas tree planted at Gun Corner and plans for a Tadworth in Bloom 
advanced – all in addition to monitoring local planning. There is good 

Chairman’s Report
Clive Elcome welcomes you

news for the Jubilee Woodland (do you make use of Tadworth’s only 
green recreational space?), and an important award for our Vice Chair. 

We still need more hands to help with all this: you don’t have to be a 
‘committee person’ to be of value! Just contact one of the TWRA 
Committee if you’d like to find out more.

As ever our thanks go to our local Councillors Jeff Harris, Vic Broad, 
Rachel Turner and George Curry for giving up time to attend our 
Committee meetings, helping us to keep abreast of Community 
matters. Since both Vic and George will not be running for re-election 
in May, we say farewell, and wish them well for their future.

STOP PRESS. Potential developers of the Kitlands site on Chequers 
Lane have invited the Tadworth and Walton Residents’ Association to a 
meeting to discuss the redevelopment of the site, but to date we have 
no details of their proposals.

TWRA Financial Report

Street Tree and Tree Stump Update

For the year ending 31st December 2018 there is a Bank Balance 
of £21.2k, down from £34.8k in 2017 which included significant 
grants for our Verge Trees Project, now mostly spent. There is 
£8.9k of Pfizer funds for projects yet to be specified for 2019.

There is a small reduction in subscriptions to £6.4k (£6.7k in 2017) 
which is more than offset by an increase in Donations. The proportion 
of subscriptions paid by Standing Order remained at 39% and we 
continue to encourage our members to pay by this method as it greatly 
assists our Road Stewards. 

There has been a small reduction in the bank balance to £5.4k for 
the Jubilee Woodland.

STREET TREES AND A LIVING CHRISTMAS TREE
A further 30 trees were planted in December 2018 as part of the 
TWRA Street Tree Project. Eight different species were selected for 
planting including the Liquidambar, Amelanchier, Whitebeam and 
Himalayan Birch. In addition to the roads in which we have planted 
previously, this phase included Vernon Walk, Downsway Close, Epsom 
Lane South, Whitebeam Way and Tadworth Street. 

A living Christmas tree was also planted for the residents of Walton on 
the Hill. A Picea Pungens Hoopsii, a form of the Colerado Blue Spruce, 
was chosen for its beautiful blue needles and dense conical habit. Slow to 
grow it will eventually reach a mature height of around six metres. The 
tree was decorated with colourful lights just in time for Christmas. 

TREE STUMPS
Following a large number of tree fellings by Surrey County Council 
towards the end of 2018 we have been canvassing the Council to get 
the stumps removed. Although welcomed in a naturally wooded 
environment, the stumps add nothing to the urban street scene and 
delay our efforts in replacing street tree stocks; stumps should also be 
removed to prevent suckering and fungal root rots. Unfortunately S.C.C. 
could not offer us any assistance with this until Councillor Jeff Harris 
stepped in. 

With his generous support and intervention we have now started a 
rolling programme of stump removals. The work will commence with the 
removal of 15 stumps in Spring 2019.

By Robin Parr-Davies

By Patricia Brookwick

The Gage Players perform a play by Bettine Manktelow
2nd, 3rd, 4th May 2019 at The Riddell Hall, Walton

Doors: 7.30pm - Tickets: £10 - Booking: 01737 812703

TWRA’s Gillian Hein Selected for Volunteers’ Award

G
illian has been associated with TWRA for some thirty 
years. Her title of ‘VICE’ Chairman belies her true role as 
the mainspring of the Association. Without Gillian, there 
would be no TWRA. For all this time, she has held a 
watching brief on Planning issues relating to both 

Tadworth and Walton. Local residents have been able to gain from her 
expertise – the legacy of her previous career as a Planning Officer.

Apart from her Planning responsibilities, Gillian was a principal 
instigator in the creation of the Jubilee Woodland from what had been 
previously an overgrown patch of wasteland. She was the moving force 

behind the current programme of tree planting in the grass verges of 
Tadworth’s streets which has planted some 102 trees, and the associated 
creation of a team of Tree Wardens to monitor and maintain its results.

Apart from her work with the TWRA, Gillian is a committee member 
of CPRE Surrey Branch, actively campaigning to preserve the quality of 
our rural environment. 

Gillian has helped to shape for the better, the way both Tadworth 
and Walton look and feel today, and for all these reasons, richly 
deserves this Award which will be presented to her on April 10th at 
County Hall.
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RECENT WALTON PLANNING DECISIONS
The former Bramley School premises will re-open in September as Eagle 
House School (Bramley) and will cater for up to 36 pupils with autism 
spectrum disorders.

We remain concerned at continuing infill development in the 
Conservation Area/ Residential Area of Special Character. Permission has 
been granted for a new dwelling in the grounds of Pinfold Manor, 
Nursery Road. Following strong objections a revised plan for a smaller 
house was approved. An application for a new dwelling in the land 
adjacent to Deans Cottage, Deans Lane has been submitted but not yet 
decided by the Council. We accept that the site can accommodate a 
new unit but have objected to the scale and design of the proposal. 
Permission has been granted for a dwelling on the site of Thicketts. We 
thought this was more acceptable than an earlier proposal for 2 units. 
We did not object to an application for a new house on the site of a 
large garage at Cartmel, Wonford Close as consider that it is preferable 
to an earlier scheme for flats.

Infill development of an industrial nature is continuing on Sturts Lane. 
Although next to the motorway, the land is in the Green Belt. We have 
objected numerous times to unauthorised development but, if the 
Council takes no action the businesses become established uses.

Pfizer’s application to discharge its obligation to provide transport for 
its employees has not yet been determined by the Council. We 
recognise that some routes are poorly used but objected to the removal 
of all of them because of the increased car traffic which will result and 
also because some bus services are already being diverted to serve the 
Pfizer site to the detriment of bus users in Tadworth and Walton.

RECENT TADWORTH PLANNING DECISIONS
Some months ago, an application was submitted for a new dwelling on 
the car park serving the Inn on the Green. It was subsequently 
withdrawn but now a new application has been submitted. We have 
again objected strongly as cannot see how this popular restaurant can 
flourish if there are inadequate parking facilities.

The third phase of development to the rear of Shelvers Way 
properties, near the A217, has now received planning permission and 
we understand the developers are intending to extend the ‘backland’ 
development but with a separate access onto Shelvers Way. We are 
concerned that although developments of more than 10 units are meant 
to provide affordable housing on site or make a financial contribution, 
these developers have argued that their scheme is three separate 

developments and so they have no obligation to make a contribution.
Developers have approached the Residents Association and local 

residents about redeveloping 15, The Avenue for 33 flats in a three 
storey building. Although a large site, we felt the size of structure was 
too large, particularly bearing in mind that the proposed parking 
provision was far too low and failed to meet the Council’s standards.

There have been one or two cases recently of property owners trying 
to create a separate dwelling either in an extension or adjacent garage 
without planning permission. In one particular case, 8 Harpurs, in 
Tadworth Park, a garage was increased in size beyond what had been 
approved with signs that the garage was to be used as a separate 
dwelling. The Council refused the application and now we will have to 
see if the owner will appeal. In the meantime, local residents are 
suffering from the intrusive garage extension.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN
The Residents Association gave evidence at the public hearing held in 
the autumn of 2018, on some issues supporting the Council against 
developers. The Inspector has reported her findings back to the Council, 
which the Council has considered, and it has now published its proposed 
changes to the Plan, based on her recommendations. There is currently 
a consultation period in which representations can be made, although 
based only on the changes and not the original Plan. Details are 
available on the Council’s planning policy web site.

There are one or two issues which affect our area and cause concern. 
The Inspector ignored our and the Federation’s objections to some of 
the proposals for the centre of Banstead,  there were no changes to the 
parking standards even though they are frequently too low and result in 
parking on the highway, she supported developers rather than the 
Council on the issue of requiring affordable housing on sites of less than 
11 units even though in many areas, including our own, most 
developments are small, and she did not strengthen the employment 
policies to retain large commercial sites in employment use.

Once the consultation period is over, the Council will consider the 
representations and then adopt the Plan.

Unfortunately, this is not the end of the matter. The original core 
strategy will be five years old and will have to be reviewed. It will have 
to take account of the Government’s new system of calculating housing 
need, with an uplift in areas such as ours where house prices are high, 
and this is likely to result in a very large increase over the current 
requirement to produce 460 dwellings per year.

The TWRA would like to pay tribute to a lady who 
worked closely with us for a number of years. Janet 
Hill, of R&BBC Corporate Engagement Dept., died 
suddenly on 13th December at far too young an age. 

Our community owes Janet a considerable debt of 
gratitude. She played a significant part in establishing 
Walton’s tennis court and multi-recreational area (MUGA) at 
Howard Close and her commitment and hard work together 
with that of Cllr. V Broad secured the creation of the Jubilee 
Woodland. Additionally, Janet played a major role in preparing 
the Local Action Plans for Tadworth and Walton; many of you 

will have met her in 
the course of her 
discussions to 
prepare these. 

She regularly 
attended our 
meetings, always 
with a smile and 
always the last to 
leave. We are 
grateful to her for 
her sustained hard work on behalf of the residents of 
Tadworth and Walton.

JANET HILL

Local Matters in Walton & Tadworth By Gillian Hein
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You may have noticed the ‘old style’ red phone box that has 
appeared in Walton. Well, it certainly looks like a phone box, 
but there is currently no phone installed, because it houses a 
defibrillator. This initiative by the Walton Village Forum is 

aimed to assist in the event of a cardiac arrest. 
Lin Ferg takes up the story. Our project for the development and 

ultimate installation of a defibrillator at ‘Gun Corner’ (known to some 
as ‘The Triangle’) commenced in 2014. The first stage was to revamp 
the area by removing all the old shrubs and replacing them with plants 
and bulbs that would bloom through all four seasons of the year.

Next was to arrange the replacement of the existing (modern!) 
telephone kiosk and replace with a classic red K6 Edward version which 
would act as a very visible and memorable landmark in the village.

Along with supplying the red K6 phone box, specialist phone 
company X2 Connect was able to assist with the entire installation 
process. This was much appreciated, as with their affiliation to BT, they 
coordinated the 120 day consultation period, the defibrillator electrics, 

the removal of old and installation of new kiosk and the disconnection 
and reconnection of the electric feed. 

We created an alliance with the charity Community Heartbeat Trust 
who advise on provision of defibrillators (and supply the correct model) 
under their Managed Solutions Agreement option which handles and 
manages such gnarly areas as insurances, recommission strategies, post 
rescue counselling, training, quality standards… to name but a few!

With assistance and management from the Trust, we are in the 
process of setting up Walton’s V.E.T.S. ‘Village Emergency Telephone 
System’ which includes the appointment of ten volunteer ‘neighbours’ 
who will have full emergency training and would assist pending arrival 
of emergency services.

In the event of a cardiac emergency, the system will eventually work 
in one of two ways. Currently, if you are at the defibrillator kiosk, you 
can call 999 from a mobile, ask for ‘Ambulance’ and follow their 
instruction. Or, if you are at home, you first call 999 and request 
‘Ambulance’, you then call V.E.T.S. via a registered telephone number 
which will soon be distributed to all village residents, at which point all 
ten volunteers will be simultaneously contacted. The first volunteer to 

respond will take the defibrillator to the patient and oversee the 
situation until the arrival of emergency services.

It is crucial to appreciate the importance of having access to a 
defibrillator. Putting aside the available cardiac arrest statistics, the use 
of the device can increase the chances of survival of a heart attack by 
more than 70%! It’s also important to understand that a defibrillator 
will not shock a person if it is not required - a chip assesses the condition 
of the heart and advises accordingly. Prompt action could save a life.

Please appreciate that V.E.T.S. does not replace 999 calls and is not a 
community responder scheme.

Throughout, our aim has been to make Walton on the Hill a safer 
place to live offering an added level of reassurance, especially to the 
elderly and infirm.

Huge thanks must go to X2 Connect and Community Heartbeat 
Trust for all their help throughout the process. Also to both Reigate and 
Banstead Borough Council for their financial contribution via the 
Neighbourhood Improvement Fund, and to Pfizer.

If you would like more information regarding this project, please 
contact lin.ferg@icloud.com.

Editor’s Note: What has been achieved in Walton is surely a goal for 
Tadworth also. We will be applying ourselves to researching options to 
that end over the coming weeks.

Defibrillator Access in Walton By Lin Ferg

“…a defibrillator can increase the 
chances of survival of a heart attack 
by more than 70%!”

FANCY A SPOT OF VOLUNTEERING?
Like working with the 8-11 year-old age groups? 
Walton-on-the-Hill Cub Pack would love to hear from you. 
Scouting helps boys and girls achieve more by providing 
opportunities that they wouldn’t otherwise get, so that they 
can grow and learn more about themselves. 

Volunteering isn’t as daunting as it may sound, we already 
have a number of Assistant Leaders and Parents as helpers, 
on hand to offer support.

No experience necessary as there is a modular training 
scheme available. Over 90% of our volunteers believe that 
the skills and experiences they have gained through Scouting 
have been relevant to their working or personal lives. 

Contact - Avril Farley, Group Scout Leader on 
01737 356160 or avril_farley@hotmail.co.uk
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The TWRA have been working on a plan to 
provide Tadworth with an array of flowers this 
coming summer. 

It was decided that the focus of the floral 
display would be Station Approach and Cross 
Road, both of which are in the newly 
designated Tadworth Conservation Area. 
Hanging baskets filled with a selection of 
brightly coloured flowers will adorn the 
lampposts and a special hanging basket tree has 
been commissioned for the grassy triangle at 
the junction of Cross Road and Ashurst Road. 

From the end of May our local residents, 
businesses and the many commuters that pass 
through the village, will be able to enjoy the 
displays and benefit from the health and 
environmental improvements they offer. In 
addition to enhancing the street scene, floral 
displays have been identified with lower rates 

of crime and improved social 
behaviour. Did you know that 
just by looking at flowers the 
levels of Dopamine, Serotonin 
and Oxytocin, known as the 
‘happy brain chemicals’ can 
increase!

We are most grateful for the 
generous financial support we 
have received from the 
following businesses, without 
whom the ‘Tadworth in Bloom’ 
project would not be have been 
possible: Pfizer, One Stop, The 
Bridge Restaurant, Chapman & Son Butchers, 
Tadworth Tyres, Nethercott Opticians, Simply 
Dry Cleaners, The Flower Pot, Studio C Hair 
Design, Thai Cottage Restaurant, Peter & Co. 
Accountants and Farm Fencing.  

We are also very grateful to Councillors 
Rachel Turner, Victor Broad and George Curry 
for their support. 

We very much hope that you will enjoy the 
pleasant environment that we hope to create 
with ‘Tadworth in Bloom’ 2019.

Tadworth in Bloom By Patricia Brookwick

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS 
TWRA COMMITTEE:
Clive Elcome - Chairman
clive.elcome@ukgateway.net - 01737 813110
Gillian Hein - Vice-Chairman & Tadworth Planning
gilllian.hein@virginmedia.com - 01737 355206
Robin Parr-Davies - Treasurer
robin@parr-davies.com     
Gillian Bockmeulen - Secretary
gbockmeulen@hotmail.com - 01737 814989
Ann Liddle - Walton Area Steward - 01737 819959

LOCAL COUNCILLORS:
Rachel Turner, Borough Councillor
cllr.turner@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Vic Broad, Borough Councillor
cllr.broad@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
George Curry, Borough Councillor
Cllr.Curry@reigate-banstead.gov.uk
Jeff Harris, Surrey County Councillor
jeffrey.harris@surreycc.gov.uk
Reigate and Banstead Borough Council
01737 27600 (Emergency number only outside normal 
office hours 0151 221 2928)
Crispin Blunt, M.P.
Westminster Office - 0207 219 2254      
crispinbluntmp@parliament.uk
Constituency Office - 01737 222756      
Skinner House, 38-40 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7BA

Surrey County Council Highways
Emergency Number Only - 08701 266060 
Gas Leak Emergency Number - 0800 111999
Police Non-Emergency Number - 101
N.H.S. Advice Number - 111

Surrey County Council
contact.centre@surreycc.gov.uk - 03456 009 009

REPORTING POTHOLES:
You can report potholes and damaged pavements at:
www.surreycc.gov.uk/highways

GENERAL:
Living at Home Scheme
Banstead.liveathome@mha.org.uk

Local Medical Centres:
Heathcote Medical Centre, Heathcote, Tadworth
01737 360202 
Tadworth Medical Centre, 1 Troy Close, Tadworth 
01737 303217

Local Chemists:
Jubichem, 16 Shelvers Hill, Tadworth
01737 813131
Day Lewis Pharmacy, 20 Cross Road, Tadworth
01737 813130 
Walton Pharmacy, 12 Walton St., Walton on the Hill
0844 288 0300 
Day Lewis, 1 Tattenham Crescent, Epsom
01737 355260
Downs Chemist, 33 Tattenham Crescent, Epsom
01737 354714

JOINT ENFORCEMENT TEAM:
To report abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour, fly 
tipping, graffiti, litter, dog fouling etc. please contact the 
Joint Enforcement Team (JET) on line at 
www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/report 
or telephone 01737 276300.
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Tuesday 7 May
Banstead Downs - Meet by notice 

board in car park.
Tuesday 4 June

Park Downs - Meet by Holly Lane 
car park.

Tuesday 2 July
Banstead Heath - Meet by Mill Road 

notice board
Tuesday 6 August

Burgh Heath - Meet by notice board 
near pond

The walks all start at 6.00pm - people wishing 
to participate just need to turn up.

Make your way along Station Approach, Tadworth and you’ll find the 
wooden front doors of Nethercott Opticians. Becoming an optometrist 
had been the ambition of owner Sally Nethercott since her school days.

Trading conditions have changed enormously since Sally first practised 
here in 1997, (prior to that, at her nearby home). Now, every High St. 
boasts a Boot’s or Specsavers. What, I asked, differentiates the service 
Sally offers from that of those giants? Her answer was simple: “…we 
provide an individualised and personal approach with reliable continuity. 
Being also involved in hospital practice, we’re very clinically aware. 
Additionally, because we enjoy low overheads, we can offer a wide 
range of glasses at very competitive prices.”

Technology has moved on considerably in the last few years. Sally 
believes that optical coherence tomography is one of the most 
significant steps forward. This piece of equipment allows examination of 
the back of the eye in better detail, facilitating earlier diagnosis of 

glaucoma and macular degeneration.
Also offered at these premises by others in Sally’s team are 

acupuncture, podiatry, hearing aids and contact lenses.
With an eye to the future continuity of the business in Tadworth, Sally 

is now in the process of forming a limited company with her two 
colleagues, Chris Bourton and Alvin Ieong, with Sally herself as a 
permanent director. Nethercott Opticians are on 01737 813600.

BANSTEAD COMMONS 
CONSERVATORS’ 
EVENING WALKS

LOCAL SPOTLIGHT:
Nethercott Opticians 
6 Station Approach, Tadworth, KT20 5AF

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS
SURREY HILLS ARTISTS EXHIBITION
Monday 6 - 19 May
Denbies Wine Estate

TADWORTH ART GROUP SUMMER SHOW
Friday 10 - 12 May (10 May evening only)
Peter Auberston Hall, Chipstead

TWRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday 15 May, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Chinthurst School, Tadworth

HEATHCOTE MEDICAL CENTRE
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP
Friday 17 May, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Tadworth Primary School

WALTON MAY PAGEANT
Saturday 18 May, 2.00pm
Walton Pond to Howards Close

By Patricia Brookwick

The TWRA are delighted to advise that stage one of the verge 
reinstatement by Shelvers Hill was completed just before 
Christmas. The work included the following improvements:
• The hazardous and unfinished cobbled slope was made safe 

and finished to a high standard.
• A section of the damaged grass verge was re-instated and 

re-turfed.  
• Bollards were put in place to prevent cars parking on the 

new verge.  
• The broken fence was removed and bollards positioned in 

place of it.
• The area by the old fence was re-turfed.

The improvements were funded from the Reigate & Banstead 
Neighbourhood Improvement Fund and SCC Councillor Jeff 
Harris’ Member Highway Fund. The TWRA is extremely grateful 
for the financial support received for this stage of the Shelvers Hill 
project; we are now in the process of raising funds for stage two 
and the subsequent completion of the work in 2019. 

Enhancement of the 
Shelvers Hill Shopping Area


