
TWRA SPRING NEWSLETTER 2020 

 

Dear Member, 

Welcome to your Spring Newsletter, albeit in a novel and 

abbreviated format. The arrival of Covid 19 put paid to 

delivery by our Road Stewards, and subsequent plans to 

utilise the ‘Tadworth and Walton Tribune’ came to nothing 

when it too, met delivery problems. 

If anything at all positive can be said about the effects of 

the virus, it is that we have seen communities across the 

land find ways of coming to the assistance of its most 

vulnerable citizens. This certainly holds true in Tadworth 

and Walton, where we have been very fortunate to have a 

volunteer team led by Rev. Tim Astin, Mo Atkins and our 

very own Mike Fox. Within days of the beginning of the 

lockdown, they had circulated every residence with details 

of contacts and of what help could be provided. We in 

TWRA salute them and offer them a huge vote of thanks on 

behalf of all of us.  We are also very grateful to the local 

shops who have continued to provide food and essential 

goods to residents and in some cases stepped up their home 

delivery services. 

Like everyone else, we have had to cancel planned events, 

including ‘Tadworth in Bloom’ and our AGM. We shall review 

the situation regarding our AGM later in the year, in the 



meantime our Treasurer has prepared the 2019 Financial 

Report which is included in this communication. However, 

there is one annual event which is immune to change, and 

that is the arrival of the bluebells. Below you will see a 

guide to where they can best be seen locally. If you are able 

to, please visit when next you take your permitted exercise 

at suitable social distance, and lift your spirits.  Our thanks 

go to Jeff Temple, one of our Committee members for this. 

Finally, be assured that we will make every endeavour to 

continue to provide our service to you. Apart from anything 

else, digital technology means our wheels continue to turn! 

Don’t forget that you can find the latest news plus Council 

Covid updates on our website: www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk  

Clive Elcome, Chairman 

 

Jubilee Woodland- Gillian Hein 

In our last newsletter, we referred to the Government‘s 

Pocket Park grant. 

This has been very useful. It has enabled us to put in 

additional play facilities and we will be replacing a couple of 

decaying ‘spirals’ with log pyramids in the near future. ‘Men in 

Sheds’ have built a palatial hedgehog house, many bird boxes 

and a mini library which are all now installed. We have also, 

with the help of Council officer friends planted more bulbs 

http://www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk/


and a new seat and cherry tree in commemoration of our dear 

friend Janet Hill. 

The remaining money will be spent on improving the path which 

is getting muddy in places. We have also put in a request for 

CIL money so that we can also put in some timber keep fit 

equipment so the adults will get exercise as well as the 

children. 

On 18th March we had hoped to have a ‘thank you’’ day, 

attended by the Mayor, to thank the Men in Sheds, Pfizer 

Ltd., Tattenham Library for books for the mini library, the 

Council officers, who have also provided beautiful fairy doors 

and painted stones, and last but by no means least our 

Councillor Rachel Turner who now chairs our committee and 

David Watts of the Council’s Greenspaces team who is our 

council contact.. 

Unfortunately the park is now closed but please come and see 

the improvements and enjoy the park when it reopens.  

 

Planning – Gillian Hein 

Walton on the Hill 

Walton Heath Golf Club 

 In the last edition of the Tribune we reported on the planning 

applications to move the clubhouse complex onto the other 

side of the Dorking Road and redevelop the clubhouse site for 



housing. We objected strongly and spoke against the proposals 

at the Planning Committee meeting in January. We were 

delighted when the Committee refused both applications by a 

very large majority.  

The Club has 6 months in which they can appeal against the 

refusals. If they do go to appeal there is likely to be a public 

Hearing held by an independent Inspector. We do not know if 

the Club will take this action but, if they do, the Residents 

Association will give evidence as we feel there are strong 

planning arguments against the proposals. 

The Kitlands site, fronting onto Chequers Lane, 

The application for 4 houses and 10 apartments has yet to be 

determined by the Council. 

Walton Lodge, Heath Drive 

There has been a recent application to demolish this dwelling 

and build two replacement dwellings. Although we accept that 

the site is large enough for two dwellings, we have some 

concerns relating to the details of the scheme. 

Walton Heath Conservation Area 

The Council is currently consulting on a draft report on the 

Conservation Area which we will be commenting on. It is an 

important document as, when finalised, will be taken into 

account when considering planning applications. 

 



Tadworth 

Several areas with long gardens are under pressure for 

development. We have made representations concerning a 

number of these proposals including:  

24 Epsom Lane South,  

An application for 4 dwellings has been refused by the Council 

on several grounds. This is the second refusal on the site. 

Land at the rear of Shelvers Way 

Despite the Council indicating that an extension of the cul de 

sac to the rear of Shelvers Way was unlikely to be acceptable, 

a further application has been submitted but not yet 

determined.  

The rear of 2 – 10 Vernon Walk. 

An application has recently been submitted for 10 units with 

an access on the side of 2 Vernon Walk. This has yet to be 

determined by the Council but we consider the access and 

layout to be very poor. 

103, Ashurst Road 

There has also been an application for an apartment block on 

Ashhurst Rd., next to the former Farm Fencing site at 105 – 

125 which is currently being developed for 2 blocks of 

apartments.  

76 Shelvers Way on the corner of Fairacres 



An application has been submitted for 5 dwellings. Although a 

large site we considered the development to be too cramped. 

The application has yet to be determined by the Council. 

We anticipate that there will be more applications on 

‘backland’ in future, as we are aware that at least two volume 

builders are looking for potential sites. Unfortunately they 

are sometimes aggressive when approaching householders. 

Neighbouring developments 

Former Legal and General site, Kingswood 

Planning permission was granted at the first ‘virtual’ meeting 

of the Planning Committee in April for a Retirement Village. 

Development is concentrated in the two listed buildings and 

the adjacent car parks, leaving the recreation ground open. 

Decisions have yet to be made on extensions at the Fidelity 

site and for gypsy plots on a site fronting the A217, both in 

Lower Kingswood.  

 

Trees – Glorious Tadworth & Walton Trees – Patricia 

Brookwick 

Phase five of the Tadworth Street Tree project was 

completed in November 2019 when a further 29 trees were 

planted.  Shelvers Way, Copley Way, Tadorne Road, 

Shelvers Hill, Kingswood Road, Vernon Walk, The Avenue, 

Downsway Close, Downsway, Downs View and Walton, by Gun 



Corner, received the trees.  The residents living adjacent to 

the newly planted plots have taken on the responsibility for 

watering the trees during the dry summer months.  We are 

so grateful for this support as without their care, and 

commitment to water, the project would have to be 

abandoned.  

A variety of species were planted in this phase including 

Acer, Silver Birch, Liquidambar, Field Maple, Cherry, 

Himalayan Birch and a Holly.  

Sadly, however it’s not all good news – three trees were 

badly vandalised during the year and had to be removed, one 

in Tadorne Road and two on Shelvers Green.  We have 

replaced one and it is hoped that the other two will be 

replaced in November this year.  It’s sad to think that 

anyone can take pleasure in destroying something that has 

taken so much effort to achieve and is of real value, 

environmentally, psychologically and visually to the local 

community.  

The grant the TWRA received from the Big Lottery award 

is now exhausted and we are looking to raise further ‘tree’ 

funds. If you are keen to make a contribution to the 

scheme please contact me, we are very grateful for any 

support. 

 



Tadworth in Bloom 2020 

Sadly, the Tadworth in Bloom 2020 event has been 

cancelled due to the Coronavirus restrictions. 

We would very much like to thank the following businesses 

that made donations towards the 2020 event – the funds 

received from them will be carried over for a display in 

2021. 

Pfizer, The Bridge Restaurant, Chapman & Son Butchers, 

Tadworth Tyres, Nethercott Opticians, Studio C Hair 

Design, The Coffee House and Hartleys 

A huge thank you to them for their enthusiasm and 

generosity. 

 

 

Bluebell Walks near Tadworth and Walton - Jeff Temple 

In the time of Corona Virus, we are allowed to get out and 

walk into the country, so here are described 2 local walks to 

bluebell woods, which can be reached from Tadworth and 

Walton. I apologise that I am not a good cartographer, but 

I hope the written descriptions will make up for that. I live 

in Tadworth, not far from the station, and we made both 

walks from our home, and they are both around 6-7 miles. 

They can both be shortened by driving out, and I describe 

how to do that. We met very few people on both walks, and 



had no issues ourselves at all with social distancing, with 

just 1 narrower passage (described). You will have to make 

your way to the start point at Walton Pond.  

Walk 1 – To Round Wood (behind Pfizer) (approx 6 miles 

loop) 

Starting from Walton Pond, take the footpath which passes 

the Blue Anchor pub, and drops down to the Dorking road. 

Before you reach the road, take the path on the right, 

parallel to the Dorking Road, which passes in front of the 

Walton Heath Golf Club. Carry on all the way to the end 

(about 1 mile) at Chequers Lane, and turn left to the 

junction with the Dorking Road. Turn right and over the M-

25 bridge, to the Pfizer roundabout, taking care when 

crossing this road. Turn left towards Pfizer, and you will see 

a wide track going off to the right hand side of the 

entrance. Take this. There are some bluebells here on the 

right hand side, but the best are still to come. Carry on the 

main track, ignoring another one to the right. Go through a 

barrier, and to the top of a steep hill down. After about 50 

metres, take the path to the left, and proceed through the 

wood, with increasing numbers of bluebells to the left hand 

side. When the path opens out to a field, go left, up a small 

path, to a track going slightly down towards a corner of a 

wood, with a very convenient bench. Continue along this 

track, and at the end, go left and up through an opening, 

with glorious bluebells on your left hand side in “Round 



Wood” (note that this is not a right of way, but access is 

permitted). At the far end of the track come to a “T” 

junction, and go left on a footpath through the middle of a 

genuine bluebell wood. At the top, go straight ahead to 

cross the M25 and turn left onto a large track, which 

eventually will bend right, with a water reservoir on your 

left.  When you see the golf course in front of you, turn 

left on a path which brings you to the junction of the 

Dorking Road and Chequers Lane. Cross over, but take the 

signposted permitted bridleway on the right hand side, 

which eventually will return you to in front of the golf 

clubhouse (note to ignore the marked footpath off to the 

left at one tarmac drive, but take the track opposite to the 

right).  

Walk 1 – Starting from the end of Chequers Lane 

You can shorten the walk by driving and leaving your car at 

the end of Chequers Lane. The total distance will then be 

approx 4 miles) 

 

Walk 2 – to Headley 

Starting from Walton Pond (approx 5 miles loop):  

Starting from Walton Pond, go up Sandlands Road to the 

top, turn left down the unmade road to the bottom, turn 

right a few metres to the corner of Ebbisham Lane and 

Hurst Road (the triangle of land). Carry on left down Hurst 



Road, taking care of the traffic, for approximately 200 

metres, then turn left down an obvious bridleway, with the 

pony field on your right hand side. At the bottom of the hill 

keep straight on, and under the M-25. The bluebell woods 

are on your right hand side, and the bluebells continue up 

the footpath off on the right towards Headley village, but 

return to the main path if you want to make a loop. Back on 

the main track, carry on till you see a path on the left, 

which takes you round the back of Headley. Turn left onto 

the track from a farm, and which will bear right by stable 

buildings, (follow the footpath sign) to drop below the 

motorway and then go up the hill opposite. Bear left on the 

footpath behind the main track (note this is not the path on 

the right immediately after the bridge) and which runs 

parallel to and behind the track, going a definite left. After 

several hundred metres you will find a style to cross into a 

field, cross that bearing slightly right, then keep the fence 

to your left. At the top cross diagonally left to a gate 

opening, and through that to another style. Go over, turn 

right up (the narrow) pathway for a few hundred metres, to 

return to Walton near to the Chequers pub.  

Walk 2 - Starting from Headley (approx 1 mile there and 

back): 

Start from the church, and go through the churchyard to 

the path behind crossing the field towards woods. Cross a 

wooden barrier to enter the bluebell woods. 



Note: The Tadworth and Walton Resident’s Association 

accepts no responsibility or liability for any aspect of these 

walks, which are just suggestions. 

April 2020   

 

FOOTNOTE: Banstead Woods is also a lovely bluebell venue 

accessible from Shelvers Way area. The paths go either via 

Burgh Heath or near Legal and General. 

It is about 5 - 6 miles via Burgh Heath or Kingswood round 

trip.   

Jeff Temple’s suggested local walks will soon feature on our 

website. 

    

TWRA Financial Report 2019 –Robin Parr-Davies, 

Treasurer 

As our Chairman has said, in view of the COVID-19 situation 

we are not issuing a Newsletter this Spring nor are we 

asking our Road Stewards to collect any cash subscriptions 

from individual members. For those that do not already 

have a Standing Order for their subscription could we 

please ask you to set one up. A Standing Order Form can be 

drawn down from our web site 

(http://www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk/) which should then be 

forwarded to your bank, the link button is at the bottom of 

http://www.tadworthwaltonra.co.uk/


the Home Page. Also, as there will be no TWRA AGM in May, 

the 2019 Financial Report which would normally have been 

presented then is as follows: 

At the 2019 year end our Bank balance, including Reserves, 

stood at £25,108 plus Pfizer Funds carried forward of 

£6,936 for projects yet to be fully specified. An overall 

increase in our total Bank Balance of £3,938.   

Income from Subscriptions at £6,477 was almost the same 

as last year. We are very pleased to report that 44% of our 

Subscriptions were derived from Standing Orders (39% in 

2018). Income from Grants and Donations was significantly 

higher at £25,060, of which £11,223 came from Surrey 

County Council (SCC), £1,433 from Reigate & Banstead 

Borough Council (RBBC) and £12,404 from other sources, 

including the locally based international pharmaceutical 

company Pfizer, and a number of other local shops and 

businesses (many specifically for Tadworth in Bloom). We 

are very grateful to all those organisations that have 

contributed to our various local projects which included; 

verge Tree Planting and Stump Removals (Tadworth & 

Walton Tree Wardens), the Shelvers Hill improvement 

project, the replacement Tadworth Finger Post and 

Tadworth in Bloom, whilst £6,000 of Pfizer Grant was 

passed over to the Walton Forum for a number of projects 

specific to Walton village. 

 



The Jubilee Wood Bank Balance at £5,895 was slightly 

higher than 2018 (£5,429) with income of £690 against 

expenditure of £223. The Income derived from two events 

in the woodland; a Celebration day in September and the 

annual Carols in the Woodland in December, plus two 

donations. The expenditure related primarily to supporting 

these two events. New wooden children’s play equipment was 

installed during the year paid for by a Phase 1 Grant from 

the Governments “Pocket Parks” fund of £11,354 (managed 

through RBBC). Phase 2 of the Grant is allocated to 

additional facilities as described in Gillian Hein’s article and 

is budgeted at £6,646, a total that is in excess of the 

overall Pocket Parks Grant of £18,000 with the excess 

covered by Pfizer Grant funds. Structurally the Jubilee 

Woodland Management Committee is now part of the TWRA 

albeit separate accounts are to be maintained. A new 

Agreement with RBBC is in the process of being signed and 

the TWRA Constitution will then be amended accordingly. 

Finally, I would like to thank all our Members across both 

villages for their continued support. We have some ideas 

for additional projects this year, however given the “lock 

down” situation most are on hold but if there are any 

initiatives that Members would like us to consider please do 

let us know. 

 



The Health Emergency Support Project in Tadworth & 

Walton - Mike Fox 

When the health emergency burst upon us it was obvious 

that we would face a major challenge in Tadworth & Walton 

because many of our residents were likely to be in 

vulnerable categories. Fortunately we had a head start 

because TWRA had linked with Neighbourhood Watch to 

create a shared database with email addresses relating to 

nearly half the households in the two villages. A team was 

formed including Mike Fox, for TWRA and Neighbourhood 

Watch; Revd. Tim Astin of The Church of the Good 

Shepherd, who is also the local contact for VARB (Reigate & 

Banstead Council’s organisation to coordinate volunteers), 

and Mo Atkins, representing both St Peter’s and the Walton 

Open Group.  

 

Using the email database requests were sent out for 

volunteers initially to deliver leaflets to every household 

and subsequently to provide support to those households 

needing to isolate themselves.  The leaflets themselves 

were both to offer support and to ask for more volunteers. 

Within a day of putting out the email request over 130 

volunteers had come forward.  The leaflets were duly 

delivered and this prompted a further surge of volunteers 

and at the time of this article there are around 200 

volunteers some of whom are themselves isolating but 



offering to provide telephone support to others in the same 

situation. 

 

Nearly ninety people have contacted the team either asking 

for immediate help or indicating that they might need help 

in future.  In the early weeks some requests came from 

areas outside our two villages including Banstead, 

Tattenham Corner, Lower Kingswood and even Redhill.  This 

was because our leaflet had been picked up and published on 

social media whilst the help available in these other areas 

was less well publicised.  Fortunately we were able to put 

these out of area callers in touch with local support groups.  

Some of the eighty-three callers from our own residents 

were just making their situation known to us as they 

thought they might need help in future. So far we have 

organised shopping assistance, collection of prescriptions, 

telephone support or dog walking to over seventy-five 

households.   

 

For several reasons more volunteers are still needed. Firstly 

we are still getting a steady trickle of new requests from 

people whose initial stockpiles of food are running low.  

Secondly in some cases our volunteers are being asked to 

take over support from family members who were having to 

drive considerable distances only to drop off bags of 



shopping at the front door. Thirdly some of the original 

volunteers have had to drop out temporarily as a result of 

having had to isolate themselves after developing symptoms 

that might indicate infection.  Finally it is probable that we 

may lose some of our volunteers when the government 

starts to ease the current restrictions.  For example, we 

might lose our two very willing student helpers, who 

originally returned home when their colleges closed down, 

but would go back if they re-open.         

 

The team contact for new volunteers is Revd. Tim Astin 

(01737 813152), for requesting support in Walton it is Mo 

Atkins (07799136894) and for support in Tadworth it is 

Mike Fox (01737 350452). 

 

 

 


