
             Tadworth and Walton Residents Association 
 
                          Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 17th May, 2018 
 
 
Present: Chairman Clive Elcome 
 

Vice Chairman Gillian Hein 
 

Treasurer Robin Parr-Davies 
 

Secretary Gillian Bockmeulen 
 

Committee Ann Liddle, Patricia Brookwick, 
Jayne Nallen, Marilyn Ridgewell, 
Geoff Hewitt, John Smith, 
Bernard Conn 

 
Councillors Rachel Turner, George Curry 

 
Observer Mike Fox 

 
About 40 attendees 

 
Apologies: Cllr. Harris (SCC), Jan and Clive Allum, Claire Woods, 

Mrs. Collins, Peter Bright, Dick Shelley, Mark Dix, Cllr. Broad, 
Mo Atkins, Joan Lewiston, Peter Dodd 

 
 

1. Clive opened the meeting by welcoming the residents and introducing the guest speakers 
 
 
 
2. John Peacock: Banstead Commons Conservators 
 
John started his presentation be giving a brief history of Common Land, and said the Banstead 
Commons Conservators were responsible for four areas, Park Downs, Burgh Heath, Banstead 
Downs and Banstead Heath.  He recommended a publication, View from the Mill by Maurice 
Thompson for further reading.  In 1066 land belonged to the Crown and not to individuals. 
The Metropolitan Commons Act (1850) saw the start of protection of the Commons and 
protected land within the London area and this Act was extended in 1893 to include the 
Banstead Common.  Reigate and Banstead bought the land in 1959 when government 



encouraged councils to purchase common land and  the 2006 Commons Act extended 
protection countrywide. 
 
The Conservators receive financial support from the Council currently £84,000 and also receive 
the single farm payment from the EU with the funding used for staff salaries. 
 
The Conservators work to protect the Commons from damage and incursions from travellers, 
and to ensure safe and free access to the Common.  A series of evening walks are arranged 
and details can be found on their website:  www bansteadcommonsconservators.org.uk 
: 
He was asked if Walton Heath is included and informed it is not part of Banstead Commons. 
 
Patricia Brookwick asked John what happens to ensure the Commons land is kept to a high 
standard.  The Conservators encourage people to avoid areas such places where skylarks are 
nesting and keep to paths. In general the general public comily with these requests. 
 
 
 
3. Tracey Baxter Banstead at Home 
 
Tracey explained that this is a local registered charity, based at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd which supports independence for people over 60 who live alone at home, and it aims 
to alleviate loneliness and isolation.  She explained that in 1943 the Methodist Homes charity 
started to help people with no family and little money to live independent lives at home and is 
one of the largest charities supporting the elderly.  People may not know about this charity as no 
money is spent on advertising, all money goes to the charity.   Her organisation has developed 
from this and at present there are only two such schemes in Surrey. 
 
She said the charity organises  activity programmes, outings, pub lunches, befriending and also 
fund raises.  There are 19 volunteers at present but she would welcome residents who could 
offer their time to become involved to visit people in their homes  Money is raised through fetes 
and donations and receives some financial support from Reigate and Banstead Council. 
 
She was asked if there is the capacity to accept more clients and also if the charity is registered 
and she replied it was registered and they can take more clients. 
 
Banstead at Homes can be contacted on banstead.liveathome@mha.org.uk 
Mobile 07968 351211. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:banstead.liveathome@mha.org.uk


4. Richard Dewar Joint Enforcement Team, Reigate and Banstead Council 
 
Richard explained the uniformed  J.E.T. team was set up in 2014 to deal with street and 
community issues and comprises 5 J.E.T. Officers employed by Reigate and Banstead Council 
with each officer being responsible for one of five areas.    He reported that if necessary they 
can get assistance from other Council Officers to deal with specific matters.  The police gave the 
team powers to deal with antisocial disorders, firework and alcohol issues, littering and dog 
fouling and the team liaises with the Surrey Police, DVLA and the Raven Housing Trust if this is 
required. 
 
He explained they operate near schools to monitor antisocial parking and also investigate 
fly-tipping in the Borough.  In respect of dog fouling he said that it was necessary to witness 
incidents and a fixed penalty notice can then be issued.  When this scheme was started police 
officers accompanied the team but now only attend when requested by the team, however 
information is shared with the police.  The team works late on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays.  Richard said the team has no power of arrest but can stop and question people. 
 
He was asked how residents can contact the team and replied via the Council’s switch board 
during working hours on 01737 276000 or jet@reigate-banstead.gov.uk 
 
 
 
5. Mike Fox TWOAT and Police Update 
 
TWOAT: 
 
Mike explained that TWOAT is a small charity which aims to support small projects abroad.  At 
present is is sending money to a nursery school in Madagascar and helping Christian refugees 
from Myanmar who are living in Thailand.  The Thai government wants this group to leave and 
is cutting their food supply so TWOAT  is financing school lunches for the children. 
 
John Allinson a founder member of the group sadly died recently and a series of sponsored 
John Allinson Memorial Walks have been organised for May and June 2018 and Mike invited 
people to join them.  He announced he would be hosting a bottle stall at the Walton Mayfair and 
a BBQ will, hopefully,  be held in September.  All these events help to support this charity.. 
 
Police Update: 
 
He reported that scammers have been targeting local residents and highlighted a recent scam 
which purported to come from the Inland Revenue demanding payment and he reminded 
people to be aware of such online scams.  Crime is  often committed by one or two people with 
a significant drop in crime numbers when they were arrested. 
 



1500,  often vulnerable,  people go missing in Surrey each year   He he suggested that an alert  
system via social media could advise residents to look out from such people.  A phone App can 
give such alerts and could be identify specific areas where the missing person might be.  Mike 
invited residents to sign up for such a scheme. 
 
Clive thanked Mike for all his work in the community on various projects and especially his help 
with the TWRA database and for sending out emails.  He also thanked the other speakers for 
their contributions. 
 
 
6. Minutes of the AGM held 23rd May, 2017 
 

Proposed: Paul Hersee Seconded: Mike Moy 
 
 
7. Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
 

None 
 
8. Chairman’s Report: Clive Elcome 
 
Clive gave an update on the TWRA’s activities and reiterated the aims of the Association 
to preserve the quality of life in our community. 
 
He thanked Patricia Brookwich for all her hard work with the tree planting scheme, raising funds 
to provide them and her work on establishing a Tree Warden Group in Tadworth and Walton. 
 
Cllr. Turner and Cllr. Curry were thanked for establishing a Tadworth Business Network which 
aims to support local businesses and to improve footfall. 
 
Clive reported that Shelvers Green had been improved by restoring the grass verge and 
planting trees and also the installation of bollards to prevent damage to the verge.  Most 
residents were pleased with this although there has been criticism as cars which now park on 
the road slowed the traffic in Shelvers Way.  Additionally,  the TWRA had provided a Christmas 
Tree in Tadworth, there had been a successful Carols in the Woodland event and the fingerpost 
at Tadworth crossroads is to be refurbished.  Funds had been contributed towards the 
refurbishment of the Scout’s Hut in Walton and donations given to both the Friends of St. 
Peter’s Church and the Good Shepherd Church. 
  
He referred to Walton Heath Golf Club and reported that the Walton Forum has formed a 
sub-committee to liaise with the Club.  The TWRA will meet with the newly formed group.  It is 
understood that the Golf Club’s plans to move the clubhouse on to the area known as 
Beecham’s Field are in abeyance.  The Golf Club has expressed concern about players having 



to cross the Dorking Road and it had been suggested that a crossing be constructed.   Surrey 
County Council will not finance a feasibility study or construction and the Club may be 
approached on this matter. 
 
Clive reported that the Committee does more than scrutinise planning applications.  He reported 
that the finances were in good order and that membership is up slightly.  The Council has put in 
place a core strategy and there were problems with some rogue developers.  The number of 
potholes in the area was a cause for concern. 
 
The TWRA wished to continue to serve the community but he expressed concern that few 
residents were prepared to volunteer, either as road stewards or to serve on the Committee. 
Additionally, he informed the meeting that the Beavers and Cub pack in Walton is ;likely to be 
disbanded as there are no volunteers to run the pack or act as helpers although the TWRA will 
write to the District Commissioner to see if the situation can be rectified.  He requested that 
residents encourage their children and grandchildren to get involved with the Association. 
 
The TWRA is very grateful for the support and interest taken by our three Borough Councillors 
and our Surrey County Councillor who attend most Committee meetings.  Clive thanked the 
Committee members and welcomed Bernard Conn and John Smith who have recently been 
voted on to the Committee. 
 
There was discussion as to why fewer people attended the AGM this year and it was suggested 
that residents might be involved with the arrangements for the upcoming May Pageant  although 
more people from Walton were in attendance than Tadworth residents who might not know 
where the Breech Lane hall is located.   It was proposed to use the Chinthurst School Hall next 
year if that is possible. 
 
9. Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 2017: Robin Parr-Davies 
 
Robin, who is also Chairman of the Scout Hut Association gave additional information 
concerning the proposed disbanding of the Cub and Beavers and will also be in contact with the 
District Commissioner. 
 
He reported on the accounts for the TWRA and the Jubilee Woodland. 
 
39% of subscriptions are now paid by standing order.  He reported that Cllr. Gosling had 
contributed £2317 from his Councillor’s allowance to the restoration work at Shelvers Green, 
£500 from Cllr. Broad towards a replacement marquee and bank interest of £115.  The TWRA 
had received monies from Pfizer, £2,000 from Tesco and £8820 from the Lottery Fund for trees, 
£310 had been raised at the Tree Dressing Event.  Money from Pfizer is split between Tadworth 
and Walton and the Forum are responsible for how the money is spent in Walton. 
 
He reported that the Jubilee Woodland Account holds £6,057.28 



 
A copy of the audited accounts is attached. 
 
Mr. Lewison reported that the Coop donates to local charities and this could be a source of 
income for the Association. 
 
 
10. Election of Independent Accounts Examiner:   Robin Parr-Davies 
 

Robin informed the meeting that Chris Jenkins has agreed to continue to act as 
Independent Accounts Examiner.  
  

Proposed:    Rachel Turner Seconded:    Roger Dring 
 
 
11. Planning: Gillian Hein 
 
A pie chart produced by Jayne Nallen showing details of the planning applications was  
displayed.  Gillian reported that128 planning applications had been considered by the 
Committee.  She reported that the Frith Park development of 37 dwellings is due to be 
completed this year and units are selling well.  At present it is unknown what will happen to the 
Kitlands and Bramley sites. Additionally there are concerns about Pinfold Manor. 
 
The centre of Tadworth has now been designated a Conservation area and an application for  
flats on the Farm Fencing site has been approved.   With Cllr. Turner’s assistance TWRA are 
hoping to improve the Shelvers Hill area.  We are opposing a new application for a single 
dwelling on the land adjacent to the Inn on the Green, The Grumpy Mole.  Gillian reported on 
more applications for back land development and the problems with the development in 
Shelvers Way.  
 
The TWRA has commented on the Development Management Plan and it is likely there  will be 
a public hearing in August.  We have also responded on the National Planning Policy 
Framework to which there have been 27,000 objections. 
 
The TWRA also gave a response to the proposed boundary changes in the Borough.  The 
preference would be for Preston to be included rather than Lower Kingwood.  It is understood 
that the Boundary Commission was surprised by the number of objections to the proposals. 
 
There is suggestion for Tadworth in Bloom next year which the Committee will investigate. 
 
Paul Hersee asked about the flats on the Farm Fencing site and was advised to consult the 
Council’s Planning website. 
 



 
 
12. Election of Committee including Bernard Conn and John Smith: 
 

It was agreed to elect the Committee en bloc 
 

Proposed: Roger Dring Seconded:      Martin Saul 
 
The Committee was unanimously re-elected 
 
 
13. Councillor Jeff Harris: 
 
Cllr. Harris was unable to attend for personal reasons but Cllr. Turner gave a synopsis of his 
activities during the past year. 
 
Rachel reported the Jeff had been actively concerned with the problems relating to the water 
works on the A217 and all traffic issues that had resulted.  He is due, with two other County 
Councillors, to have a meeting with the MD of the water company.  
 
14. Councillor Rachel Turner: 
 
Rachel thanked the Committee and Gillian in particular for all her work on planning matters, she 
also thanked Mike Fox for all his work in the community. 
 
Her report concentrated on hospital matters and the desire for the Chief Executive of St. Helier 
and Epsom Hospital to build a new acute hospital on either the St. Helier, Epsom or Sutton site 
but there will be review before a decision is made.   The Royal Marsden is now the London 
Cancer Hub but does not have sufficient operating capacity and the Cancer Research Institute 
wants to expand.  
 
A and E, Paediatrics and Maternity will stay at Epsom until 2020 then would go to the new site.  
Despite pressures Epsom was in the top 20 of best performing hospitals but spends £12 million 
a year on agency staff.  She reported that the bulk of the Sutton Hospital site had been sold with 
£20 million going to St. Helier for refurbishment.  The new hospital will cost £400 million and be 
financed through a private finance initiative and an insurance company has offered the money. 
The Epsom C.E. wants to sell one fifth of the Epsom site.  
 
She was asked how much the review will cost and Rachel replied the last one cost £8 million So 
far £40 million has been spent on hospital reviews in our area over the last few years.  There 
was also concern about who would get priority for beds if the new acute hospital was located 
near the Royal Marsden. 
 



15. Councillor George Curry: 
 
George thanked the TWRA Committee and his fellow councillors for their help and support since 
his election last year. By establishing the Tadworth Business Network  he wanted to help local 
businesses by promoting them and also help by improving parking.  He asked residents to 
support the Pop-Up Shop Event on 9th June at St. John’s Hall, Tadworth to promote local 
businesses.  There are now 275 on -line to let people know what the businesses are doing. 
 
Reporting on parking he wants restrictions on parking times in Walton and also near the Chalet 
in Tadworth.  A petition of 250 signatures will go to Surrey. 
 
George has been involved with the clean up at Meade Court  and the Green Spaces team 
helped and there is less litter now.   He reported he was involved in the renovation of Gun 
Corner, a replacement red phone box has been installed and will house defribrillator. 
  
The Green Spaces Team had also helped to clear the pond by clearing gulleys and improve its 
appearance.  Both Rachel and he had been involved with the recent litter pick with 15 bags 
being collected in Walton. Two similar clean ups had taken place in Tadworth.   Working with 
the Howards Close Residents Association and the Raven Housing Trust he had managed to 
bring forward renovations and has used his Councillor’s Allowance to fix railing and provide two 
benches. 
 
George wants a 20 m.p.h. Speed limit through Walton Village and has been involved with speed 
awareness at schools in both villages.  On 25th April there was a Bike Marking Event at Walton 
School and he hopes a similar event to be held at Tadworth School.   He receives a £550 
Council award and would welcome ideas on how this could be spent this year. 
 
He ended his report by announcing he would be running a stall at the May Pageant for the  
Friends of St. Peter’s Church. 
 
16. AOB: 
 

None 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking all the residents who had attended and also 
asking that they encourage younger members of the community to get involved with the  
TWRA. 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 10.02 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


