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Minutes: Tadworth & Walton Tree Warden Meeting 
Saturday 12th August 2017: Church of the Good Shepherd Tadworth 
 
 
Attendees: 
Patricia Brookwick, Gillian Hein, Adrian Allen, Geoff Hewitt, Lisa Geelhood, Judy 
Lumley, Gillian Bockmeulen 
 
 
Welcome & Introductions – First Meeting of TWTW’s 
As it was the first meeting of the TWTW’s each member gave a brief introduction of 
themselves and reasons as to why they were ‘in the room’.  
 
Short Term Plans 
 
Tree Wardens 
 
What is required:  A love of trees and a willingness to get involved. 
Patricia provided some background information about tree wardens informing the group 
that the TW volunteer scheme had been launched by the Tree Council in 1990.  The Tree 
Council, which was established in 1974 following the national Dutch Elm Disease crisis, 
is now an umbrella body for over 170 organisations working together for the good of 
trees and woods.  She explained that the Tadworth and Walton group was a part of the 
Surrey Tree Warden Network.  The STWN manages local training sessions within Surrey 
and arranges regular meeting to help build knowledge and provide assistance to local 
groups.  The TWTW group is currently connected to the Tadworth & Walton Residents 
Association which is well established within the community.   She explained the process 
for becoming a Tree Warden. A hand out was provided.  
 
National Tree Week 
It was advised that National Tree Week runs from 25th November to 3rd December this 
year.  It is the nations largest celebration of trees and heralds the start of the tree-planting 
season.   It is hoped that the TWTW’s will host an even in the Jubilee Woodland on either 
the 2nd or 3rd of December, date TBC.  The idea is to invite children, parents and others to 
a tree planting event in which the children are invited to ‘dress the tree’ with home-made 
Christmas and leaf shaped decorations.  It will also be an opportunity to promote the 
TWTW’s.   Lisa suggested using string from the branches to attach the decorations to, 
like bunting, and to incorporate the use of stickers, which most children love.  Various 
forms of advertising for the event were discussed.  
 
Fund Raising 
Patricia explained about the ‘Tesco Bags of Help’ promotion that is taking place in 
selected Tesco stores until the end of August 2017.   The Street Tree project is featured as 
one of the three good causes and members were invited to spread the word as far as 
possible and to vote by purchasing something from the stores and voting with the token 
provided.  The awards are £4,000 for the winners, £2,000 or £1,000.  Other opportunities 
were explored including, Biffa, Asda, Co-op, Waitrose etc.  Gillian mentioned that she 
had approached Asda and that she would nominate our street tree project for 
consideration.  
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Tree Planting Phase 3 
Patricia and Gillian advised on the plans for this years street tree planting, which  should 
take place in either Nov/Dec/Jan 2017/2018.  Currently in discussion with SCC, 
following changes in the administration, Patricia hopes to confirm the arrangements by 
the end of August/early September 2017 for the planting of a further 32 street trees.  SCC 
are being very slow to respond and Patricia will take the issue up with Mr Jeff Harris, 
Surrey County Councillor, at the TWRA meeting on August 15th 2017. 
 
Help with Phases 1& 2 
Physical help is required with keeping the planting squares free from weeds and grass 
prior to the next round of verge cutting which is currently scheduled for the first week in 
September, weather conditions permitting etc.  Patricia to allocate street details to those 
who volunteered their help within the next few days. 
 
Medium Term Plans 
 
Links with RBBC & SCC 
It was discussed that closer links are required between TWTW’s and the relevant teams at 
RBBC and SCC.  Once Patricia has secured a response to outstanding correspondence 
concerning Phase 3 she will move this forward.  
 
Shelvers Hill Project 
It was agreed amongst the group that the TWTW’s would assist with planting and 
hedging work at the proposed Shelvers Hill project being co-ordinated by Councillor 
Rachel Turner.  Further details will be provided as they become available. 
 
Tree Preservation Orders. 
Gillian spoke about the need to be aware of possible development schemes before a 
planning application is submitted in order to identify any trees that may be threatened.   
All TWTW’s to be on the lookout concerning this; if a tree looks to be threatened Gillian 
will contact the planning department of SCC immediately.   In due course we will 
establish if specific trees require TPO’s in our locality.  Geoff mentioned that an 
established Beech Tree in Ebbisham Lane, opposite East Surrey Pony Club field, might 
be in need of a TPO.  The Pine tree opposite the shops in Tadworth was also mentioned 
for review and a possible replacement.  Gillian and Patricia to review these and report 
back.  
 
Dead and Dying Trees 
In addition to the details already provided to SCC by Patricia it was agreed that there is a 
need to identify dead and dying trees in our area and to formalise a channel through 
which the information is shared and addressed by the council.  
 
 
 
Long Term Plans 
 
Chalara Dieback of Ash Trees 
Judy spoke about her concerns for the small woodland by her home but an external 
company had confirmed that the issue there was not a case of Chalara. The group 
reviewed the common symptoms of this disease.  A hand out was provided with further 
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information about the disease.  It was agreed that this would eventually become a more 
pressing issue for our area and that a formal review of affected trees in our locality would 
be required in due course.  Affected trees would also need to be replaced.  Patricia 
mentioned the App ‘Tree Alert’, produced by the Forestry Commission, which allows 
you to report on diseased trees directly to their database.  
 
Hedges, Hedgerow Trees and Ancient Trees 
It is hoped that the group would able to dedicate time and resources to Hedges, 
Hedgerow Trees, Ancient trees and trees in the wider landscape in due course.   
Hedgerow Heroes leaflets were shared amongst the group for those who felt they would 
like to get involved now.  
 
Items of Interest 
 
Remarkable Trees of Surrey 
Published by a member of the Surrey Tree Warden Network, the Remarkable Trees of 
Surrey booklet was available to purchase at £4.99. 
 
Tree Charter 
On the 6th November 2017, the 800th anniversary of the influential 1217 Charter of the 
Forest, the Tree charter for Trees, Woods and People will be released.   Members were 
encouraged to go on-line and add their names to the Charter at www.treecharter.uk/sign 
A hand out was provided giving further information about the event. 
 
Treezilla 
The Open University project Treezilla was mentioned and information about the initiative 
provided in the TWTW pack.  The idea is for people to register trees in their areas onto 
the Treezilla website.  The information is then analysed and a monetary value is placed 
on the tree when issues like Greenhouse Gas benefits, Water benefits, Energy benefits 
and air Quality benefits are taken into account.   It is hoped that in the long term the 
information provided will be used by county councils when considering the physical and 
monetary value of trees in areas within their control.  
 
 
Next Meeting:  21st October 2017 - Venue: 15 Copley Way, Tadworth. 
 
 
 
 


